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Dear Teacher or Parent,

As educators and parents, social studies challenges us to provide our children with an exciting, rele-
vant and thorough examination of communities that will give them the information and understanding
they require to become responsible adult citizens in a culturally diverse and interdependent world. To
this end, it is critical that we offer a school program and home environment that encourages the
development of a positive attitude toward learning; respect, tolerance and understanding of individu-
als, groups and cultures in the global community; respect and responsibility for the environment; and
an understanding and appreciation of the rights, privileges and responsibilities of citizenship.

With 101 Social Studies Activities for Curious Kids, children first develop an understanding of the
familiar worlds of home and school through past, present and future self-directed written and oral
explorations. Moving on in later chapters to the dynamic and complex world that exists outside the
classroom and the home, children relate what they have learned about their own identity and values to
the larger regional, national and international context. Children should be given a chance to read their
responses out loud. By encouraging children to share their work with their peers, we give them an
opportunity to evaluate different points of view and to examine issues critically with an eye to solving
problems and making decisions on important issues that affect their lives.

When kids recognize the value and relevance of what they are learning, they are motivated to work and
learn effectively. Like the other books in the 101 Activities series, 101 Social Studies Activities for
Curious Kids allows children to explore a subject by writing about what they know and understand best
—themselves. Using personal experience as a springboard for creative thinking, children need little or no
adult direction to examine “Relationships, Rules and Responsibilities,” “Traditions and Celebrations,”
“Days Gone By,” “My Community” and “The Global Village” in a meaningful, rich and relevant context. To
kickstart dormant creative juices, a written example, which can be read aloud, accompanies each activ-
ity (except where the desired response is objective rather than subjective or where an example might
limit children to my critical thinking pathway) and a word eearch and croseword puzzle at the beginning
of the book use the same key words and concepts to introduce kids to the language of social studies.

With direct curriculum links to English, history, geography and mathematics, 101 Social Studies
Activities for Curious Kids provides teachers and parents with an excellent opportunity to reinforce
learning while giving children something fun to do. Responses to each activity can be short or lengthy
and can take minutes or hours, depending on the writer's individual level of ability, interest and enthu-
siasm. Contrary to the prevailing attitude of today's youth, social studies can be fun. | hope you and
your children find 101 Social Studies Activities for Curious Kids to be a useful and enjoyable tool, and
take as much delight in travelling the pathway to social enlightenment and civic mindedness as much
as | did!

Sincerely,

ey

Tracey Ann Schofield
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