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Provide students with both the question
and the answer key for each activity. Kids
should be encouraged to use the answer
key to check their methodology and to
help them if they get stuck.

Encourage kids to calculate by hand!
Calculators should be used only when an
activity demands calculations beyond the
manual ability level of the child.

As in the answer key, kids should show
their calculations and write their answers
in sentence form. (When a sentence
starts with a number, children should be
encouraged to write out the number and
put the numeral form in brackets immedi-
ately following, i.e. “Sixty [60] percent of
the paper clips are in the desk drawer.”
Numbers under 10 should be written out
with the numeral form in brackets imme-
diately following, i.e. “There are seven [7]
paper clips in the drawer.”)

If a question or answer requires the use
of whole numbers, kids should be directed
to round to the nearest whole number.

Children should be instructed to read

through an entire activity before begin-
ning to answer any of the 10 questions.

Although certain of these activities
might be beyond the ability level of some
children, all children should be encouraged
to attempt all activities. These activities
are designed to challenge. By providing
kids with an answer key for each activity,
even those that are difficult can be suc-
cessfully completed. Provided the child
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has the raw data—which he or she will
derive from his or her personal circum-
stances and environment-he or she
should be able to complete the most
demanding activities. Most kids will be
able to work through a number of ques-
tions in each activity without referring to
the answer key. At the very least, all kids
should be able to gather the raw data
required for each activity.

This book provides kids with 101 self-
directed math practice activities.
Teachers and parents are encouraged to
offer minimal assistance with calcula-
tions. Instead they should encourage kids
to use the answer key and to work
through difficult questions by example.

Educators might ask one student to put
his or her answers on the board at the
completion of each activity. Teachers and
students can then work through the
example as a class, giving participants an
opportunity to reconfirm their work.
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