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Section 1:

The Rationale
Simply stated, all learning includes language. The study of science requires reading,

discussion and listening to the ideas of others. Musicians and artists enhance their
craft through reading about and studying other artists, as well as attending lectures
and engaging dialogues with master craftsmen.  Even learning mathematics, a system
of numerical representations, requires that teachers and learners read about and dis-
cuss both method and theory.

It is common practice to employ at least three of the language arts in instruction
across content areas.

Even in the most traditional classrooms of content area study, students regularly
engage in reading. Textbooks and primary sources are used to enhance instruction.
Listening to teachers, instructional media or fellow students provides greater under-
standing. Speaking in discussion to ask or answer questions is pedagogically advisable
in all teaching. Why not, then, make the logical extension and include writing in the
study of other subject matter?

In writing, or in preparing to write, students must clarify their thoughts on a topic. They
must make sense of what they have read or listened to, and synthesize that information.
Writing requires a higher duty of preparation than simply conversing about a subject,
because in writing there is an expectation that students include specific content and
maintain a logical organization of ideas. With writing, students may use the material
learned to draw conclusions, make inferences, or express opinions, rather than simply
recite facts.
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Section 2: 

Everyday Writing
Activities

Learning Logs

Using a learning log is not unlike maintaining a content area journal.
Teachers may use a learning log for students to keep a record of what

they have studied, simply by writing from their point of view, what occurred dur-
ing a particular lesson and what it seemed to mean. Following a lecture, read-
ing selection, discussion or hands-on activity, students would write to reflect
on what happened. In writing this way, the students will be dealing with new
vocabulary and synthesizing the main concepts of the lesson. A learning log is
a place where students would be encouraged to write about the things they did
not completely understand. A written record of their questions will be available
for subsequent lessons on the material.
A learning log can be maintained as a separate notebook. Many teachers cre-
ate separate learning logs for content areas in a composition book. Others
may choose to require students to maintain a log in their regular notebook
alongside any notes from the lesson. It is important to make the log conve-
nient for your situation, so do what is practical for you and your students!
In a typical learning log, students would record the date, subject, “main idea or
purpose” of the lesson, and any new vocabulary or content learned. Any ques-
tions, misunderstandings or additional inquiries should also be recorded.
By routinely responding to class activities your students will gain experience in
writing and analyzing the content material. You need only to set aside a few
moments at the end of a class activity for completion of the learning log. This
could even be used as an “at-home follow-up” to a classroom activity.
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Name ________________________________

Subject: ______________________________ Date: ________________________________

My Learning Log Sample
Use the back of the form for a drawing that represents what you learned.

Main Idea of the Lesson: ________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Was this lesson part of a larger unit of study?  If so, what unit? __________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Describe the learning activity (lecture, pages, project).__________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

What new terms or vocabulary were introduced? ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Does this lesson remind you of anything else you already know?  If so, what? ________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Record any questions or concepts that you did not understand. ________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Remember, all your responses should be written in complete sentences.

Math

Percentage means the same thing as a part of one hundred.

This is a part of our study of
decimals.

This does sound a lot
like when we were doing fractions when things were half because that is like 50
percent.

What I don’t get is when
things are a percent off and then another percent off—why we can’t just add the
two percents and do the multiplication once instead of two times.

We did some samples out of the math
book on page 142 where we were pretending to buy some clothes that were on sale.

percent, discount




