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[The Prologue]
[Enter Chorus.]

Chor. Two households, both alike in dignity,
In fair Verona, where we lay our scene,
From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,
Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean.
From forth the fatal loins of these two foes 5
A pair of star-crossed lovers take their life,
Whose misadventured piteous overthrows
Doth with their death bury their parents’ strife.
The fearful passage of their death-marked love,
And the continuance of their parents’ rage, 10
Which, but their children’s end, naught could remove,
Is now the two hours’ traffic of our stage,
The which if you with patient ears attend,
What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend.

[Exeunt.]

[Act I]
[Scene I. A street in Verona.]

[Enter Sampson and Gregory (with swords and bucklers)
of the house of Capulet.]

Samp. Gregory, on my word, we’ll not carry coals.
Greg. No for then we should be colliers.
Samp. I mean, and we be in choler, we’ll draw.



Act 1. Sc. 1
Modern
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The Prologue
(Enter CHORUS.)

CHORUS: Once there were two families of equal station and prestige who lived in the city of
Verona, Italy, where this story takes place. In Verona another bout of fighting has bro-
ken out in a long-standing and bitter feud between the Montagues and the Capulets.
Each family has both perpetuated and endured the physical and bloody assault.

From each of these adversarial households come the young lovers of this story.
Romeo, the young man, is the son of Lord and Lady Montague, while Juliet is Lord
and Lady Capulet’s daughter. The two meet and fall in love, aware that their
union will bring sorrow to their parents. The death of these two young people
becomes the source of such profound grief for the parents that the tragedy
finally ends the feud and brings peace to both bereaved families.

(CHORUS leaves.)

Act 1
(Scene 1: A street in the city of Verona.)

(Enter SAMPSON and GREGORY with swords and shields of the house of CAPULET.)

SAM: Gregory, I promise you, I won’t be insulted.

GREG: Absolutely, for then we’d be no better than coal workers.

SAM: I mean that if we’re provoked, we’ll fight.




