A Flace for Margaret

Teacher Inpui

You may wish to familiarize students with the time period of the book in some of

the ways suggested below. If time is a problem, have a group of your best workers

do the suggested research and present it to the class.

1. Draw a time line of the 20th century on computer paper or shelf paper. Spend a
research period finding out important dates, inventions, medical discoveries, etc.

2. Research the year 1925, Find out about cards, planes, clothing, hairstyles,
dances, movies, music, gangsters, etc. Who was Prime Minister, what was the
population of Toronto, and what was in the news that year? Write information in
brief newspaper-style articles. Print headings and draw pictures and put the
information on a bulletin board for reference throughout the novel.

3. Have students interview friends or relatives who can tell them about the 1920s
and share their findings with the class...

or
Invite seniors from a local nursing home to do a short presentation and answer

students’ questions.
Keep an ongoing chart as you read the novel to show how things were different in

1925. At the end of the novel, do a chart to show what things have remained the
same.

Novel Synopsis

Chapter 1 — Starr

Margaret Emerson lives in Toronto with her mom, dad and 8 siblings. In the
summer of 1925 she is sent to her uncle's farm near Shelburne to recuperate from
tuberculosis, also called T.B., which is a disease of the lungs. Since she has been
forbidden to be near other children she is very lonely. She tries to befriend the
workhorse, Starr, but frightens him away. A letter from home leaves her with
mixed emotions—she misses her family but enjoys her privileges on the farm.

Chapter 2 — The Secret Signal
Margaret feeds Starr treats and finally wins his trust, much to her uncle's
consternation. Soon Starr learns Margaret's secret signal—a silent whistle. The two
become inseparable.

Chapter 3 — My Dilemma

By the end of August Dr. Tom says Margaret is cured but he wants her to stay
awhile longer to be safe. Although she misses her family she decides to remain. She
removes a sharp stone from Starr's hoof which pleases Uncle Herb. However, she
does not reveal their secret signal.
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Chapter 1 — Starr
A. On a map of Southern Ontario show the trip Margaret took from Toronfo to

Shelburne.

Print the names of any towns they went through.
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B. Find 6 phrases inthe hat proved Margaret was lonely.
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Chapter 6 — A Day In Town

A. On a separate page, design the health certificate Margaret received fiom Doctor
Tom.

B. Make a map of Shelbumme's main street, showing all the places Ma Aunt
Marg visited or saw.
You should find af least six locations.

Colour and label these. \
Then add any other buildings you think a village would h .

Label these but do not colour them. :
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C. Margaret compared the sounds of the countryside where she was staying
with the sounds of the city from which she came.
See if you can add to the chart using your own experiences of city and
country, or your imagination.

Country Sounds

bees buzzing

bugs chirping

cows mooing

D. Research
Use the library to fin at tuberculosis is, how it affects a person, and
what treatme e Used.
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Chapter 10 — Christmas
A. List in point form how Christmas was celebrated on the farm.
Begin with Christmas Eve and finish with Christrnas Night.

B. The following are verbs from this cha
Find these verbs and write the adv
decorated
lifted
wafting
tied
shrugged

C. Margaret receive;
List all the ways o

es s.
$ hdt you can think of.

D. Bring in gameboards of checkers, snakes and ladders and parcheesi and teach
each other how to play these games that children enjoyed 70 years ago.
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o Chapter 13 — The Letter
Chapter 12 — The Invitation ] .
A D dlabel th s of h g i h t g A. Pretend you are Margaret and have just received the letter from home.
- braw andlabelihe parls o O? um and explain how 1Ts used. On a separate sheet, write her answering letter.

You may need research materal. B. Draw a picture fo show the family photo that was sent to Margaret,
Write the family
members' names
under the picture.

%
NV

True or F
B. On a separate sheet, design a wedding invi’rQﬁSS Maggotty might have Tell whether each statement is true or false j reason for your answer.
sent fo her guests. \ 1. Margaret's father is tired of having children. T
T wi

's rights and would probably be

C. Miss Maggotty had very strong views a
called a “feminist” Today.
Do you think she should have had ‘rw ey” removed from the wedding

ceremony? Give reasons for you . Margaret's mother was right in inghher there was a
new baby coming.
D. Compare this wedding with a ing of today on the chart below. _
. Olive does not want g r Beby in the family.

Miss- ofty’s Wedding A Wedding of Today

. Margaret hag @ ason to be upset.

Decorations

. Margaret's mother wants her to come home,

. Josephine was deliberately making Margaret jealous.
Refreshments

ISBN: 978-1-77344-011-8 © KGR TEACHING AIDS INC. KGR119 ISBN: 978-1-77344-011-8 © KGR TEACHING AIDS INC. KGR119

Chapter 14 — Thief
A. Create a newspaper article to report the information of the theft as described in
this chapter.’

Chapter 19 — Saying Goodbye
A. List all the differences you can find between the first trip fo Green Mea
the second.

First Trip This Trip

B. Dramdatize the scene from the time Mar t red the kitchen 1o where she
agrees to return to Green Meadows.

C. Margaret made a decision that wo er whole life.
List the things you think will be goo ings you think might be bad or sad

v

B. Using the word Starr or Thief writ i .
g Wi ief write oem to describe the theft about the iife she has chosen.,

Good Things About Her D j Bad Things About Her Decision

n. Do you think this was a fair sentence?

at would you have doneg?

think it was the right decision or the wrong decision over alll.
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Chapter 5 — The Barn Raising : 74 P/dce f or /I/ld/yﬂ/?lf

A. If you had been Aunt Marg how wouid you have soived the episode with Matty e Follow-Up Acltivities
and his mother? Explain very carefully. = 1. Make a diorama of a country school, a store, or the
farm kitchen from the descriptions in the book.

Use boxes, Plasticine and any other objects you
_n‘eed . '

2. Have small groups of students act out a section of @
chapter. When the dramatization is over, the rest of
the class can find the pages in the book that were
presented.

B. Construct a barn like the new one built for Uncle Herb.

Use boxes, toothpicks, paper, etc. to build your structure.
here are many kinds of horses. Research to find af least 6 different kinds and

=i what kind you think Starr might have been.
vrite a paragraph to predict how Margaret spent the next 10 years of her life,
ind what she ended up doing.

C. Solve the word search using the words below.
e bamn ebiscuits ¢ Nails s constructed
» smouldering starts e packed e rQised
s pies slemonade e corker spoles
* cakes s hammer » framework s stable

. Starr « window oteam Word Search Solution

e party e lumber ® 5QWS

Chapter 5—The Barn Raising (p.10)
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