Suggestions for the application of this unit

1. Brainstorm to find out what your students already know about
winter birds and bird feeders.

Begin word charts. Add to them each day. Decide which birds
you are going to study. (4-5 for a detailed study)

2. Winter birds is an interesting topic and a good unit to begin
research skills with your students. Here is one method.
Divide your class into groups. Each group is responsible for
one bird. Develop with your class the topics of interest:

a) size
b) colour and appearance
c) habitat, nest and eggs
d) food
e) song
* f) interesting facts (encourage the students to find
interesting facts)

3. Students and the teacher collect resources from the school
library, public library and home resources.

4, Provide the students with an outline to follow to do
individual research at home. You may have to photocopy some
information so the students can read about their bird first,
before writing anything.

5. Students jot down words and phrases after reading from at
least three resources.

6. The group meets to share and compare their jot notes.

7. When the group agrees on the information, they record their
information on a large chart.

8. Provide each group with an accurate picture of their bird to
show its colouring.

9. Each group presents their information and picture of the
bird.

10. After the presentation, the teachér can read about the bird.
The students check the information chart for accuracy.

11. If notemaking is desired the teacher can:

1) have the students write about each bird. For each
interesting fact they include, they receive a point.
Students may colour in, or draw their own picture.

2) provide a £il1l in the blank story.

3) have the students answer guestions on the bird.

4) do a comparison chart of 2-3 birds.

5) do a mixture of the above notemaking techniqgues.
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The Grey Jay oxr Canada Jay

The grey jay is also knownbas the
Canada jay and the "Whisky Jack".
However, to those who really know this
bird, it is called "mouse bird", "camp
robber" or "moose bird". The grey jay
has a white forehead, black head patch,

and grey back with lighter grey

underparts. It is slightly smaller t h blue jay.

Its

i ike an overgrown

colouring and small bill make this
chickadee.
The grey jay is often called "C robber" because it is

thing it can carry. It

known to invade campsites and ste
will grab food from plates a e ans, pry open storage bins
and peck chunks from a catch o esh fish. This bird is very

curious and shows 1itt of people. To some, it is often

known to be a pest.

The grey jay m s s and can make whistling and cooing
sounds. It may u if you can only hear the sounds and
cannot see the\ The grey ‘jay is quiet only during the

. breeding se nest holds three to five grey or greenish

eggs, with pots. The young grey jays stay with their

parents next breeding season.
ey s eat grasshoppers, wésps, mice and berries. They

livary glands which help them to paste food into the

nd hollows of trees.
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Topics for research or digcussion Topics for research or discussion

X

People think that when woodpeckers drill The nuthatch is a unique bird.

holes into trees, they are harming the
trees.

e

Explain which characteristic makes it
unique.
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Is this true?
Explain your answer.

How did the nuthatch get it e?

What charact &ve made the
At timés, ue jay has a steel-cold chickadee kn eing:

SheES o SESERhE ope =N %

scream can be a nuisance.

this scream can be very 3) a te gent bird

imes.

Why do you think people in Canada
are beginning to see more cardinals
around their woods and backyards in
winter?’

Explain why "“camp robber" and
"moose bird" are good nicknames
for the grey jay or Canada jay.

Give reasons for your answer.

ISBN: 978-1-77344-045-3 22 © KGR TEACHING AIDS INC. KGR33 ISBN: 978-1-77344-045-3 23 © KGR TEACHING AIDS INC. KGR33



‘pPuBy nok woxy j3ee TTTM PITQ AIOOUD PUB TTRWS STUL

“SPITQ x9Yloe IO sHuos Syjl s893e3TUT PITQ ASTOU STUL

'$398sUT 103 sesx] Burqoxad xoy senbuoa Buotl saBY SpaTq Fo ATTWEF STYL

© KGR TEACHING AIDS INC. KGR33
© KGR TEACHING AIDS INC. KGR33

*sBburbuoteq pue pooz Teels pue so3Tsdues SPRAUT TTTM PITq STUL

“ITTQ PeI e Sey PIrq STUL

"S99JI3 SY3} UMOP 3SITI PEIY SOAOW PITY STUL
‘peey S3T mo& o yojed pox e sey soaroeds STY3 IO STBW 9YL
\\Q , S9YoUBI( PUNOIE 3BOOIOR UL

@cm B POTTEO US3FO ST PITQ STUR

sS99I palkeoep FO 3 99Uyl UT S3s9uU 1BYl} pPITq ApIey e

Nis 3N

ISBN: 978-1-77344-045-3
ISBN: 978-1-77344-045-3

cueTqoxd xeyao Aue ppe nod ued

pesg eyl Jo abertods

@
[v]
o
9]
M
9
<
0
Q
<
9]
£
I
9]
<
w
=
o
9]
X
©

© KGR TEACHING AIDS INC. KGR33

N
N

I0p2ad POPMOIOIDAQ

S0TW ‘sTexxTnbg ‘szed

BRAINSTORMING
BRAINSTORMING

THE - BIRDS

the way you would prepare i
and hang the food fox the

f things you would find
birds to eat.

ers in winter.

aoyleeM pedg T

What special features will
Illustrate the things in your

feeder have?
Label these features

A VERY SPECIAL. FEEDER
list,

Design a bird feeder that you might

use for the birds in winter.
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