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INTRODUCTION
Reading provides a way of understanding the thoughts of others through what has been written,

whether it is a letter, poem, grocery list, sign, or story. Young children are eager to be readers.
They want to unlock the code of printed letter symbols so they too can interpret messages.

Readiness for reading depends on the development of a variety of prereading skills. This book
provides practice in helping children acquire some specific skills, such as:

Vocabulary Development
• awareness of words in association with objects, actions, and events
• ability to express thoughts in complete sentences

Visual Discrimination
• seeing likenesses and differences in objects, colors, sizes, and shapes
• seeing likenesses and differences in letters, numerals, and words

Auditory Discrimination
• hearing likenesses and differences in familiar sounds
• hearing likenesses and differences in letter sounds and word patterns

Kinesthetic Discrimination
• touching and recognizing likenesses and differences in shapes, sizes, and textures
• recognizing likenesses and differences in the forms (shapes) of letters and words

How to Use the Book
The activities are presented in sequences of difficulty, so it is best if the child starts at the

beginning of the book and proceeds to each page in order. Throughout the book there are
directions that tell the procedures for activities. Since most children using this book cannot yet
read, it will be necessary for an adult to read the directions and/or guide the child by presenting  
a series of questions or conducting a discussion of the activity. The patternlike and repetitive
nature of the activities will quickly enable many youngsters to proceed independently through a
series of pages. Since so many of the skills presented in this book are more about process than
outcome, and/or the answers will be obvious, an answer key is provided for just a few pages.

CONTENTS
3 Sight

4 Sound

5 Touch

6 Action

7 Matching by likenesses

8 Matching by differences

9 Differentiate by sound

10 Differentiate by function

11 Visual discrimination/Motor skills

12 Vocabulary from visual cues

13 Sequencing and main idea

14-27 Letter discrimination

27 Spatial relationship

28-29 Identifying categories

30 Recognizing characters/Sequencing 

31 Predicting outcomes

32 Word discrimination

33 Rhyming words

34-41 Initial letter sounds

42 Size relationships

43 Following directions

44 Word discrimination

45 Remembering and applying details

46-48 Beginning to read

For
National Standards

See Page 49
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Match the pictures on the left to the pictures on the right.
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Which path would you take if you were in a hurry?

1.

2.

Which are usually worn outdoors? Indoors?
Both indoors and outdoors?
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BLOCKS

BUTTERFLY

MILK
DOG

FISH

TELEVISION

BED

SWAN

BEE

LION

GIRL

Which of these could you hear?

What sounds would you hear?
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Circle the matching letters.

1. M

2.m

3. P

4.p
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s n m b y

D P J I
K G B P
p b a f j
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Color the clothing blue.
Color the dishes red.

Color the food green.
Color the tools brown.

ISBN: 978-0-22832-007-4 31  ©rainbowhorizons.com   RH1307

31

Visual Auditory   Kinesthetic   Vocabulary   Reading Readiness 

May be copied for noncommercial classroom use only in accordance with eBook user license.  All rights reserved.  Copyright © Essential Learning Products™  www.elp-web.com

Tell what might happen next.

Draw a picture of your own. 
Tell a story about it and what will happen next.

1.

2.

3.
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Make up your own story about the picture.

Tell a story about the pictures.
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PAN

PAIL

BAG MAN

TAG

SNAIL
FAN

FLAG

CAN

NAILRAG

SAIL

Little Robin Redbreast�
Sat upon a rail.�
Niddle naddle went his head.�
Wiggle waggle went his tail.

�

FOX
CAN

BOX

RING

SWING

KING

DEER

BEAR

TWO

SHOE

TREE

SCREW

CHAIR

PEAR

PIG

SOCKS

�

Look at each picture. Say the words.
Find words at the right that rhyme with each word at the left.

Find the one in each group that does not rhyme.
Put an X on it.
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