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Study the graphic organizer and look back at the poem. 
Find and circle each correct answer.

1.  What do machines bind?
a. jeans
b. soap
c. books
d. jets

2. How do machines handle soap?
a. bag it
b. box it
c. power it
d. group it

3. What do machine power?
a. tambourines
b. bicycles
c. beans
d. submarines

4. What is a “grove” of evergreens?
a. a circle
b. a square
c. a line
d. a group

What they do . . .

How they sound . . .

So . . .

power

stitch

box

bag

bind

like a trillion tambourines

go to a quiet place

Machines
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Analyze and Write

Think and Write

Interpret the story and graphic organizer.
Write your answers below.

6. Compare the change from scarecrows of the past to those of today.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

7. Explain why scarecrows are considered “part of an old American tradition.”

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Use what you know and what you have just learned to write your answer.

8. Write about a scarecrow that you could
make. Be sure to list the materials you 
would use and why. Give your scarecrow 
a name.

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Next, draw a picture of your scarecrow.
Now look back at your story. Check to see
that you have provided enough information
so that your drawing matches your writing.
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hen colonists first arrived in the New
World, Native Americans were using
scarecrows to protect their crops. Their
scarecrows were live men who stayed in the
fields from sunrise to sunset. They waved
their arms, shouted, and threw stones at the
birds that threatened to scratch up seeds or
damage tender young plants.

The early American farmers, however,
were few in number and had many chores.
They could not stand guard by their crops all
day. So they began to construct figures that
looked like people.

The farmer built the scarecrow by placing
a stick in the ground, then attaching a
crosspiece. The crosspiece served as “arms.”
He’d dress the figure, then stuff it with
straw, dried leaves, or grass.

Although today’s scarecrows are built just
as they were years ago, many of them look
quite different.

Gardeners, who have more free time than
their early ancestors, often build fancy
scarecrows. Today’s scarecrow, instead of
looking like a plain farmer, might look like a
cowboy, an outlaw, or even a fancy lady.
These figures might hold an umbrella or a
cane. Some even wave f lags.

Another change is that scarecrows today
are most often found in the small home
garden. Large-scale farmers, who now have
specially treated seeds that birds dislike,
have little use for the traditional scarecrow.

Although times have changed and
scarecrows aren’t quite so numerous as they
once were, many people still feel their
gardens aren’t complete without one.

So, each spring they go to the rag bag,
gather a few sticks and some straw, and
build a scarecrow to guard their crops.

Each scarecrow is different. But each is a
friend and helper, and each is a part of an old
American tradition.

W

Scarecrows

The loud crows were the most
troublesome birds.

Read the social studies article.

ISBN: 978-0-22832-017-3 22  ©rainbowhorizons.com   RH1317

AMERICANS

MISKITOS

22

May be copied for noncommercial classroom use only in accordance with eBook user license.  All rights reserved.  Copyright © Essential Learning Products™  www.elp-web.com 

Complete the graphic organizer with information 
from the January 3 letter. 

Manhattan,
New York, U.S.A.

Cabo Gracias,
Nicaragua

Bringing back

Things

Knowledge

huts
gardens

animals

the river

Mary’s grandparents

Mary - likes art

Papa - teacher

Mama - doctor
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Think and Write

Use what you know and what you have learned to write your answers.

7.  Pretend you are a travel agent. Write a “blurb” describing Cabo Gracias. Check off 
information from the story and the graphic organizer as you use it.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Write a letter from Julia to Mary. You may want to refer to the graphic organizer.
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Reread the story and study the graphic organizer.
Find and circle the correct answers to these questions.

1. Which topic was NOT suggested by Stoney’s
mother for his postcard to Bobby?

a. watching Chris feed the pelicans
b. Stoney’s batting average
c. things Chris taught Stoney
d. navy signaling

2. What did Chris mean when he used the
term “painter”?

a. red and yellow colored f lags
b. crackers for the parrot fish
c. a rope hitching the dinghy to the pier
d. the starter cord

3. What did Stoney use for signal f lags?
a. two fishing rods
b. his red and yellow shorts and shirt
c. Chris’s captain’s hat
d. a f lashlight

4. What message did Stoney send to try to
get help?

a. M O M
b. O K
c. H E L P
d. S O S

Analyze and Write

Interpret the story and graphic organizer.
Write your answers below.

5. Write a description of Chris so the reader can “see” or “visualize” why Stoney thought
Chris was having a heart attack. Use vivid language and powerful vocabulary along with
details and quotes from the story to help the reader “picture” Chris.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

6. Why did Stoney roll his eyes and reject the idea of writing about “that old signaling stuff”
at the beginning of the story? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think Stoney felt the same way at the end of the story? Explain.
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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Complete the graphic organizer with information from the story. 

Reread the story and study the graphic organizer.
Find and circle the answers to these questions.

1. How did Dr. Seuss get his name?
a. He thought it up himself
b. His wife helped him.
c. His mother helped him.
d. He earned the title.

2. What did the high school art teacher say
about Dr. Seuss? 

a. He’d never be able to spell.
b. He’d never have a book published.
c. He’d never know how to draw.
d. He’d never be a real artist.

3. How many rejections did Dr. Seuss get
before he had a book published? 

a. 8
b. 27
c. 47
d. 64 

4. Why did Dr. Seuss think some children
couldn’t read?

a. They were too slow.
b. They weren’t paying attention. 
c. The books were boring.
d. The books were too hard.

writer

Dr. Seuss
born 1904

Dr. Seuss
died 1991

creative genius

• used common events
in his stories

• drew an elephant on
transparent paper

• heard someone talking
in a rainstorm

• had a telephone
conversation and drew
a moose with antlers

• __________________________

__________________________

• __________________________

__________________________

• __________________________

__________________________

• __________________________

__________________________

artist

• liked to draw 
silly animals

• liked to doodle
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Complete the graphic organizer with information from the story.

Rachel listens . . .

The dogs . . .

One night . . .

The next night . . .

Rachel sees . . .

Mavis . . .

Mavis, Dad,
and Rachel . . .

Chester . . .
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