UNIT OVERVIEW

Something Fishy at Macdonald Hall

OVERVIEW

This novel study provides teachers with a highly structured format for teaching
language arts, as students develop a love for reading longer materials, like novels.
Various areas such as reading comprehension, vocabulary development, spelling,
grammar, and writing are all entwined in this integrated approach, eliminating
the need for teaching these skills separately. Activities are divided into three main
sections:

1)  Chapter Questions
For each chapter, students answer a thorough set of questions requiring
answers in complete sentences. Reading comprehension is key as students
must read and understand the entire book, in order to answer the questions.
(One major strength of the novel study approach is that students must
understand the novel or they will be unable to do the required assignments.)

2)  Vocabulary and Language
Each chapter also includes activities dealing with such things as word
meanings, use of the dictionary, spelling, parts of speech, syllables,
antonyms/synonyms, punctuation and grammar.

3)  Writing and Creativity
In this section, students apply what they have learned about language and
grammar skills to write more effectively. Creative writing is the focus of this
less-structured segment, allowing teachers more opportunity to incorporate
their own ideas into developing creative writing skills. A puzzle activity is
incorporated into this section to add more variety to the lessons.
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STORY SUMMARY ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Something Fishy at Macdonald Hall Something Fishy at Macdonald Hall

Gordon Korman

Edward, Boots O’Neal’s younger brother, has just enrolled at Mac Hall.
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Edward tells Bruno that they’re old men who are over the

a B. F. A. in 1985 from New York University. His membershi
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feels that there are no more challenges left. In addition t no brain” Children’s Choice Award, the International Reading ASSoCidition 1986, and the
American Library Association Best Book Award for Its 1990.

situation, Mr. Sturgeon also has a medical conditio ingrown toenail.

His first book, “This Can’t Be Happening at Macdo
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dressing of Sir John A. Korman was a best-selling author. His books h
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up the fun. Many of his books are writ
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high school, Mr.
inspired by things that

es are the support guidelines
ny settings and fun-filled
ters and authority figures to break
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A series of escapades captures everyone’s att
Macdonald’s statue in a scuba suit; the Kitch
swimming pool; apples on oak trees; load

clocks altered; detour signs on Highwa H rwear on a flag pole; the stuffing

of the cannon with a human manne show that kids’ concerns are importa ere he goes, he collects pieces of
information that are stored for future 00ks written by Gordon Korman
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Naturally, Bruno and Boots are tal suspects. While trying to apprehend This Can’t Be H t Macdonald Hall, 1977.
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ut to be expelled when the Phantom strikes again -
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Headmaster’s wife. to give him a purpose in life and a reason to stay
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e Twinkie Squad, 1992.
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The Chicken Doesn’t Skate, 1996.
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CHAPTERS 3, 4

CHAPTERS 1,2

Questions

Questions

A) Ilustrate your answers to the following:

A) Write short answers to the following questions. Skim the ch d the answers.

1. What kitchen helpers had to wear.
A 2. What was found on the Formica countertop.
3. Mark’s room number.
\ 4. Mark’s room mate.
5. ‘What Elmer sent to Marylou.
6. ‘What Elmer considered sending h
7. How Elmer signed the note. é
1.0ne assignment Bruno and Boots had for misbehaving. 4. Wha was playing for the girls. 8. Mrs. Sturgeon’s first name.
9. Name of the swim coach.
10.  What was found on the splv \
11. What was found on groundpy ue.

ek
L4

Name of the gym

& . What you do Rex'ob de
14.  What was pu er %

)
w

2. What Mr. Sturgeon neede wal 5. Mr. Sturgeon’s medical problem.

&

3. What SirJ6hn A. Macdonald was wearing. 6. What Wilbur was eating for breakfast.

B) s?
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CHAPTERS 5, 6 N CHAPTERS 5, 6

Vocabulary And Language

A) Capitalize and punctuate the following sentences. Use you‘k if necessary.
1. it contained cold cuts a slab of lasagn ry ste tato chips an
assortment of cookies and cupcakes an S h:!i on

Questions

meringue pie

Why does Cathy say, “Starting tomorrow, we’re were going to take this lea a g d turn him into a
chubby slow happy pau

Commas are used to separate thi Example: Wild animals are deer,

’ bear, and moose. Comple ollowing s Don’t forget the commas!
Where did Boots find his brot dward, when he snuck out of town? 1. Four sports are
2. Five fish are

‘What did MomQ if Edward flunked out?

ISBN: 978-1-55319-096-7 ©rainbowhorizons.com RHPA127 ISBN: 978-1-55319-096-7 ©rainbowhorizons.com RHPA127

CHAPTER 21
CHAPTERS 9, 10

. .. Questions
Writing And Creativity

Indicate whether the following statements are true ( T ) or false (E):
A) Cathy did a map showing all the defences and boobytraps. Sketch
map looked like.
Mr. Sturgeon went to Ottawa General Hospital

The operation was for an ingrown toenail.

.

Surgery was scheduled for eight o’clock in,the m .

B

Mr. Sturgeon was in a semi-private room.

Bruno and Boots visited him in the

The hospital was next to Macdo

S - N N T S

Mr. Sturgeon was to take a mo! after the operation.

Students were waiting in the lobby.

|

Pete, Larry, Mark, and pretended to be doctors.

o
e

Edward sped into the roo eelchair.

[
-

Sidney sped into th n a'wheelchair.

—
g

Cathy and Diane p

ot
w

Miss Scrimmage came to visit Mr. Sturgeon.

ey
>

Elmer an u did not visit Mr. Sturgeon.

o
W

The “S ss” is the name of the school newspaper.
Sid as into the wall with the wheelchair.
E d to the Music-by-Mail record club.

Dk
o

17.

18 s held a camcorder under Mr. Sturgeon’s nose.
19

0.

1

he spaper headlines read “Phantom Strikes Again”.
20. one knew the identity of the Phantom.

2 The boys kept silent about the identity of the Phantom.

22.  The boys kept silent out of respect for Mr. Sturgeon.

23.  The boys kept silent because no one would believe them.

24.  Tenjoyed reading this novel.

25. Iintend to read more novels by Gordon Korman.
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0) WORDSEARCH - Mr. Wong’s class was studying “Mineral Deposits Throughout the
World”. Find the rocks and minerals in the wordsearch puzzle. Names may be found
running horizontally, vertically and diagonally. No names are backwards.

sandstone
obsidian
onyx
quartz
diamond
nickel
beryl
limestone
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iron
mercury
tin

zinc
gold
granite
flint
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garnet
halite
asbestos
basalt
silver
slate
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cobalt
copper
opal
azurite
amethyst
mica
carbon
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1 15, 16 - Questions

1at Macdonald Hall would just be another third-rate school.

» expel Bruno and Boots. He placed his trust in the boys and he felt he lied to them.

ymebody set off firecrackers in the waffle mix at breakfast. It happened when Bruno and

dots were with Mr. Sturgeon, proving that they were not the Phantom. (A feather was also
esent.)

sserve the curfew.

1e crest on the T-shirt is the insignia of the Royal Geophysical Society.

mer - trying to make himself more glamourous to Marylou; has access to feathers; made up a
ke boyfriend so he would be the suspect, rather than Elmer; probably has T-shirt from R.G.S.
lward - has ability; has motive; sneaks out at night.

ithy and Diane - boobytrapped the orchard.

ark - writes articles about the Phantom; was on the scene when Bruno and Boots were caught.
ie was glad he was staying. (She also knew her plan as the Phantom had succeeded.)

15,16 - Vocabulary and L.anguage

were 2.was 3.is 4.am 5.seems 6. are

ppY, happier, happiest - big, bigger, biggest - crazy, crazier, craziest - brilliant, more brilliant,
dst brilliant - stubborn, more stubborn, most stubborn - quick, quicker, quickest - funny,
nnier, funniest - dumb, dumber, dumbest - promising, more promising, most promising.
Ipping, sincerely, expelled, dismissed, raced, humbly, smiling, reassured, retiring,

»ughtfully.

dawn 2.lousy 3.terrible 4. good

15,116 - Writing And Creativi
ponse. For example: “Phantom Still On The Loose”, “Bruno And Boots Innocent”.
sponse. For example: Collection of maggots, snake skins from around the world.
ordstarch - student response.
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