My Teacher zsanAlzeﬂ

A Novel Study :

OVERVIEW

This novel study provides teachers with a highly structured format for teaching language arts as
students develop a love for reading longer materials like novels. Various areas such as reading
comprehension, vocabulary development, spelling, grammar, and writing are all entwined in thi
integrated approach eliminating the need for teaching these skills separately. Activities are
divided into three main sections:

1) Chapter Questions
For each chapter, students answer a thorough set of questions requiring answers in complete
sentences. Reading comprehension is key as students must read and understand the entire
book in order to answer the questions. (One major strength of the novel study approach is
that students must understand the novel or they will be unable to do the required assignments

2) Vocabulary and Language
Each chapter also includes activities dealing with such things as word meanings, use of the
dictionary, spelling, parts of speech, antonyms/synonyms, syllables, punctuation and
grammar.

3) Writing and Creativity
In this section, students apply what they have learned about language and grammar skills to
write more effectively. Creative writing is the focus of this less-structured segment allowing
teachers more opportunity to incorporate their own ideas into developing creative writing
skills.

EVALUATION -

Teachers can use the marking format provided or devise their own. Certain assignments,
especially in the Vocabulary and Language section are well suited to marking by students.
However, it is important teachers mark assignments requiring answers in complete sentences to
monitor student progress in this crucial area.

¥k Note Rk

As you can see, due to space considerations, the answers have not been included. (I suppose it is
only fair that if students have to read the book, so must the teachers)
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READING STRATEGIES

A variety of reading approaches seems to work best. One proven method is for the teacher to
read the book outloud to the entire class the first time through stopping after a chapter or two.
In answering the questions, students will essentially be required to reread the chapter on their
own. Not only does this "outloud" method insure that students are read to daily, but it also
helps all students to understand the book regardless of reading level.

Having students read sections silently by themselves, outloud with partners or in small groups
are all possible variations that will help keep student interest high.

L 23 Note ¥k .

One way to gain a measure of the effectiveness of the novel study and to gauge student interest
is to instruct students not to read ahead on their own. Basic reverse phycology dictates that
students will invariably be slouching down into their de sneak in apter while the
teacher knowingly turns a blind eye.

ASSIGNMENTS
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CLASS SETS OF NOVELS - O
One way to order the books at a discounted price is to order directly from the publisher (Pocket
Books) if your school board has an account set up. (Cover price is $4.99 for "My Teacher is an
Alien") Individual teachers receive no discount and must order through the board.

Rainbow Horizons Publishing (1-800-663-3609) is also selling the novels at a reduced price of
$4.00 per book or a saving of 20% off of cover price. (Plus $5.00 per order for shipping) Since
there are books always on hand, delivery will be prompt.
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CHAPTERS 4, 5, 6

Vocabulary and Language

1.  Using your dictionary, find the MEANINGS of these words.

10
1)  hesitated
2) flinch
3)  slither
4)  aluminum
5) enormous
6) massage
7)  shimmer
8) bustling
9) aliens
10) proceed
2.  Underline the MAIN an wice in each sentence. 5

3) Ilay

1) The door opene a .
2) 1 tiptoed @ irs.
St0|~

4) essed his fingers against his eyes.
A noise in the house scared me.

7 I decided I would tell him about the alien.

8) I screamed at the terrible sound.

9) 1 tried to call Peter on the phone.

10) He handed me my note.
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CHAPTERS 1, 2, 3

Questions

Chapter 1 - MISSING...ONE SIXTH GRADE TEACHER

13
1.  Name the three main student characters in Chapter One. Q
1) 2)
2.  What is one reason given for Duncan being such a gmdo
3.  What does the term “book smarts” mean? :
4. Name three malicious things D in er )
5.
6.
7. D e school principal.
1)
2)
3)
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CHAPTERS 7, 8, 9
Writing and Creativity

1.  Write a CINQUAIN POEM about: a) Duncan or b} Mr. Smith
Remember: A cinquain poem has the following syllable pattern:

line 1 - 1 syllable Mice

line 2 - 3 syllables Furry, curious

line 3 - 7 syllables SKkittering, nibbling, sq

line 4 - 6 syllables Great climbers and jumpers
line 5 - 1 syllable Mice

<&

1. Make a FLOOR PLAN of Mr. Smith’ e as seen by Peter and Susan.
Make sure you have a plan for _each of the different floors. 12

Basement Second Floor Attic
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CHARACTER PROFILE LIBRARY RESEARCH - PHILLIP SOUSA

25 Lo . .
Draw an outline of each character in the circle inside each box. Answer these questions in complete sentences using proper capitals and periods.
e the

1) Who was Philip Sousa?

Using the words from the bottom box, place the correct adjectives on thedines ar
picture. The adjectives will describe the person. 7
a
There will be 5 adjectives for each person. . \ / /
/‘l\ /
2) In what country did he live?

3) Name three kinds of music he wrote.

rd

4) List 4 famous marches he wrol‘x

//2_.

5) Besides music, what else did Ph

/S
7/

[

! 7
 6) In 1880, what impor, j r. Sousa get?
\ Q

| |
20\

£7) Who presented him with the Victorian Order?/

myopic snoopy syrupy-sweet
female brilliant malicious
author intelligent  book-smart
ugly handsome  strong
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6.  Using markers or pencil crayons, ILLUSTRATE the pandemonium going on in the 4. Find each word in the WORD SEARCH.

classroom on pages 72 and 73. 10

question pregnant

clutched blathered
second
squint
horrible

necessarily

THQAORAXOMPITREHHOY
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WHHYE AP ZH YT YR 0

7. DESIGN A BOOKMARK about one of 3 (10, 11, or 12).

Include: - name of chapter.

- illustration of chapter ILLUSTRATE what you think looks like (p. 9).
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