WORLD WARI - THE “GREAT WAR”

UNIT OVERVIEW

Conflict is the central theme of this accurate account of the First World War. The unit
emphasizes the integral role played by Canada, with topics ranging from life in the trenches to
the Battle Of Vimy Ridge. The three-week unit is divided into three parts combining optional
lessons and a pictorial history with the main, information-based body of the unit. Finally, a unit
that will allow students to understand the true story behind Canada’s role in World War 1.

PART I - THE “GREAT WAR” (1914 - 1918)
Part I is a structured, knowledge-based section focusing on important events of World War L.
The unique Canadian perspective is integrated into the unit as students write down a series of
overhead notes and complete related assignments designed to help the information hit home.
Lesson topics and activities are: |

1) The Start Of The War / The Trenches - “Mud, Rats And Death” (Worksheet)

2) Gas Attack - “In Flanders Fields” (Handwriting Activity)

3) Battle Of The Somme - “Recruiting Sergeant” (Song Analysis)

4) Vimy Ridge - “From Where Do You Come?” (Map Activity)

5) Knights Of The Air - “The Victoria Cross” ( Worksheet)

6) Conscription - A Country Divided - “World War I Crossword” (Review Activity)

7)) The End Of The War - “Remembrance Day Contest” (Prose/Poetry/Art Activity)

PART II - OPTIONAL LESSONS
Optional activities help to build a degree of flexibility into the unit. Optional assignments can be

added as separate activities, used to compliment other topics or given as enrichment. These
include: |

1) World War I Wordsearch

2) World War I Matching Review

3) Sample Exam

4) Halifax Explosion - Newspaper Story

5) Web Sites

6) Videos

7) Bibliography And Selected Literature

8) Interesting Words And Phrases Of World War 1

PART III - WORLD WARI - A PICTORIAL HISTORY

A collection of seven diagrams and a cover, suitable for colouring, depict important moments in
the history of the force. The diagrams are:

1) “The Trenches” 2) “Gas!”
3) “Slaughter At Beaumont-Hamel” 4) “Yimy Ridge”
5) “Knights Of The Air” 6) “The Mud Of Passchendaele”

7) “War’s End”
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When news of the war in Europe
reached Canada, men signed up by
the thousands. To the eager men, it
seemed like enlisting was “the thing to
do” and all of them wanted to get into
the fighting before the war was over.
However, by the time that the
Canadian troops had arrived in
France, there were two deadly lines of
trenches facing each other that ran
from Switzerland to the English
Channel.

A typical trench was usually about 2
to 3 meters deep and about 2 meters
wide. They contained barriers called
“traverses”, which prevented an
enemy from capturing part of the
trench and shooting down its length.
Sandbags ran along the top of the
trench with spaces, left for men

W
\\ \ a\./

\

N\

N
N
\

MUD. RATS AND DEATH

standing on the “firestep”, to shoot
from. Usually, two more s f

parallel trenches were also
behind the front line tr,

support trenches were asa
“fall-back” trench
line trench was ta .

They were also us
supplies. Wi
barbed wire p
artillery
spaced

0f razor-sharp
ront, heavy
and machine guns
gth, a trench was
It to attack.

and ate in small rooms
lled dugouts. These

t places were usually dug
d under the trenches to

t the men from artillery fire

ich rained down constantly.

P T
g /7 v
4

: “‘*—'ﬁ—;—-— 3 TP Name:
1. Why were Canadian men eager to get to Europe at the start of the war?

2. Why do you think soldiers on both sides had so much diffic
enemy’s trench system? List three reasons.

a)
b)

<)

3. Although most soldiers that died durin
of sickness and disease. Why was this?

, thousands also died

4. List three things about the would make life the most difficult.

a)
b)
)
5 If you wer: that you would use to attack an enemy trench

system. (Rei t : were not just a single line. They were a system of
aind protected by machine guns and artillery)

ISBN: 978-1-55319-066-0 7

ISBN: 978-1-55319-066-0 5 ©rainbowhorizons.com RHPA88

©rainbowhorizons.com RHPA88

ISBN: 978-1-55319-066-0

©rainbowhorizons.com RHPA88

-19 l'gi T\

FRONT (EUROPE 1914

?
\
-r.‘\."\.l‘\. -

\_\.‘

THE WESTER.ls

ISBN: 978-1-55319-066-0 19

©rainbowhorizons.com RHPA88



WORLD WAR I CROSSWORD

Across

This type of artillery ba
used successfully at Vimy

air battle.

The ridge where «

nation”.

No Man’s dangerous
place betwe o lifiés of trenches.
Barbed

Goes with foot, mouth and coat.
These grow between the crosses - row
on row.

A battle known for 60,000 casualties
on the first day alone. For the whole
battle , there were 1,2000,000
British, French and German
casualties, when added together.

Name:

Men in the trenches ate and slept in
these.

Large guns that could shoot shells
long distances.

Sharpshooter.

A barrier within a trench.

At Passchendaele, wounded men were
know to suffocate in this.

Know affectionately as seam
squirrels™.

Canadians held the line in the face of
a “gas attack™ at this place..
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WORLD WAR I MATCHING

Name:

Match each term with the correct definition:

__ aditch in which soldiers lived and slept
_______asharpshooter with a rifle
__ abarrier within a trench
_______asmall explosive “bomb” that can be thrown
_______another name for foot soldiers
dangerous territory between lines of trenches
__ forcing people, by law, to join the armed forces
_____wearing down of both sides in a battle omwa
__awild fight between planes in the air \)
______astrongpoint made of concrete Q i
___ highest award for bravery i e
___Canada’s greatest victory of
______battle where poison ga&used
a battle known for

razor-sharp tapgles t attackers

large guns able to fire shells
long distances

a sharp, pointy attachment to a rifle
used in close combat

able to automatically fire large
numbers of bullets quickly
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WORLD WAR I EXAM

Match
_______Canada’s greatest victory of the war

a sharpshooter with a rifle

a barrier within a trench

another name for foot soldiers

forcing people by law to join the armed forces

wearing down of both sides in a battle or war

battle where poison gas was first used g2)

1* Newfoundlanders great sacrifice h)
large guns able to fire shells i)
long distances
i)
a sharp, pointy attachment to a
used in close combat
Fill the blanks. t

1) A pilot who shot dow ore enemy aircraft.

2) A ten centimeter wide strip of cloth that wound from knee to ankle.

3) A wild fight between planes in the air.

no man’s land
bayonet
Vimy Ridge
dugout

hine gun

ription

artillery
puttee
Passchendaele
Ypres
grenade
traverse
Victoria Cross
sniper
Beaumont-Hamel
pillbox
dogfight
attrition
infantry

barbed wire
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attrition

bayonet

artillery
Beaumont-Hamel
Yimy Ridge
conscription
traverse

Ypres

sniper

infantry

4) A strongpoint made of concrete.

5) Dangerous territory between two sets of facing trenches.

6) Highest award for bravery in battle.

7 A battle known for mud.

8) A hole in which men in the trenches ate and slept in.

9) Name a Canadian who has won the Victoria Cross.

10)  This person wrote “In Flanders Fields”.
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Artillery
Attrition
Bayonet
Conscription
Dogfight

WORLD WAR I WORDSEARCH
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No man’s land
Support Trench
Platoon
Machine Gun
Victoria Cross

Name:
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Sniper
Pillbox
Traverse
Trench
Rats
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AL LESSON #1 - WORLD WAR I WORDSEARCH
udents complete two wordsearches. The educational value of this activity is “suspect” but
11 occupy students for a short period of time in the interest of “vocabulary development”.

Solutions
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(AL LESSON #2 - WORLD WAR I MATCHING REVIEW

he review is designed to help students study for a possible exam. The matching format is
leal for students studying alone, in pairs or with parents. However, the drawback is that only
ictual information is reviewed in this type of assignment.

nswers: d,n, 1, k,s,a,f,r,q,p,m,c,j,i,t,0,h, g, b, e

 hEkk

. complete answer sheet has also been included.
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