UNIT OVERVIEW

“Kute Kuddly Koalas” is a two week language arts unit intended for use with
Grade One/Two children who have developed some independent reading and
writing skills. It can be used to further strengthen the children’s reading and
writing skills. Throughout this unit, children are involved in activities that focus
their attention on language and how it is used. They brainstorm, study words,
alphabetize, rhyme, use descriptive words, categorize words, read, answer
questions in complete sentences, and complete writing activities. They are
encouraged to use their knowledge of reading strategies to help them read the
koalas fact cards.

A display of books about koalas should be set up in the classroom. The books
motivate the children and encourage them to read for enjoyment and for
information. Children read these books in their spare time and during silent
reading.

Section One: Lesson Plans

Section One contains two weeks of lesson plans. The lesson plans describe the
different teaching strategies for using the activities in each day’s lesson. Each
lesson includes a spelling activity, a brainstorming activity, a study of new words,
work in the student booklet, a writing activity, work at the learning center, playing
the koalas trivia game, and a parent page.

Section Two: Student Booklets

Section Two includes a student booklet that is ready to be photocopied for
student use. Every page includes four questions about one of the koalas fact
cards that the children read in class. The children are encouraged to answer the
qguestions in their student booklets using complete sentences.

Section Three: Parent Pages

Section Three includes ten parent pages. The children take home a parent page
at the end of each day’s lesson. The parent pages reinforce what the children
learn each day. They are meant to make the parents aware of what their
children are learning in school and should only take five to ten minutes each
evening to complete.
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WEEK ONE — DAY ONE

Dear Parents: This worksheet reviews the sounds and concepts your child learned at school today. Take
five to ten minutes to complete the activities on this page with your child. The activities reinforce today's
lessons. Depending on your child’s present ability, you may want to do these activities orally or you may
want your child to do some or all of the writing. Encourage your child to do as much writing as he/she is able
to do on his/her own.
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Think of three words that have the ‘ar’ sound in ‘marsupial’.
1.
2.
3.

‘Cute’ and ‘cuddly’ describe koalas. Print five@ther words that describe
koalas. |
1.

o > 0D

Fill in the blanks with the rd.
sloths ma opossums bear pouch

1. The koala looks like a small teddy

2. Koalas are called Australian bears, pouched bears, and native

Koalas belong to the family.

Marsupials are animals with a

Kangaroos, wallabies, and also belong to the

marsupial family.
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Do koalas belong to the bear family?

Koalas are small Australian animals that look like teddy
Koalas are also called Australian bears, pouched bears; e
sloths. Even though koalas are sometimes called be do not
belong to the bear family. Koalas are marsupial ials are
animals with a pouch. Kangaroos, wallabie d ssums are
marsupials. Koalas are not social anim ve alone and do not

associate with other koalas. _<— =2
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SPELLING LISTS

small
bear
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thick
fur
gray
round
nose
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, round, fur-trimmed ears. They have short,

weigh kilograms. They live for up to 20 years in the
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Week 1 - List C
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@\ CROSSWORD PUZZLES /\9

Week 1 — List A
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2 My sister is very .
4 Koalas have fur.
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