UNIT OVERVIEW

“Hibernation: Badgers, Bears, Bats and Snakes” is a two week language
arts unit intended for use with Grade Two/Three children. It can be used to
strengthen the children’s reading and writing skills. Throughout this unit, children
are involved in activities that focus their attention on language and how it is
used. They brainstorm, read fact cards, look up definitions in the dictionary,
answer questions in complete sentences, make jot notes, prepare report
outlines, and write reports.

A display of books about hibernation and different animals that hibernate should
be set up in the classroom. The books motivate the children and encourage
them to read for enjoyment and for information. Children refer to these books
when they research different animals for their animal reports. It is important to
have as many books as possible, on each different animal, to encourage the
children to use a number of different sources when researching and writing their
animal reports. In addition to using these books for report writing, children are
encouraged to read these books in their spare time and during silent reading.

Section One: Lesson Plans

Section One contains two weeks of lesson plans. The lesson plans describe the
different teaching strategies for using the activities in each day’s lesson. Each
lesson includes a spelling activity, a brainstorming activity, work in the student
booklet, a writing activity, playing the hibernation word game, and a parent page.

Section Two: Student Booklets

Section Two includes a student booklet that is ready to be photocopied for
student use. There are three pages that go along with each of the hibernation
fact sheets. The first page contains three vocabulary words that the children
need to look up in the dictionary. The second and third pages contain ten
questions about the hibernation fact sheet. The children are encouraged to
answer the questions using complete sentences.

Section Three: Parent Pages

Section Three includes nine parent pages. There is a parent page for each
lesson from Week One — Day Two to Week Two — Day Five. The children take
home a parent page at the end of each day’s lesson. The parent pages
reinforce what the children learn each day. They are meant to make the parents
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Hibernation Jot Notes 1. What does a ladybug look like? /’\)

% animals that find it hard to find food

% short day length

< burrows and dens 2. Why are ladybugs a gardener’s best friend?

< spend the winter in sleep

% heartbeat slows down

< gather and store food (hoard)

< onset of cool weather 3. Where are ladybugs found?

< eat lots to build up fat res

% body temperature drops

< animals that woui&vive severe winter conditions

< some animals @ stop living

s darkness a

5. hat 88 young ladybugs look like? /_\_)
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WEEK ONE - DAY TWO -

Ladybug Fact Sheet

E:.i;r;?erirﬁtes:acTtgﬁi;vsoé??h?setpfgéemt@iJ?itrﬁsréa.l your enieamed at school today. Take ten minites t Ladybugs are a kind of beetle. They are also called |
iady beetles. There are over 300 different kinds of ladybu
America. Ladybugs have orange or red wing covers wit
markings on them. They have soft bodies under their wi
Adult ladybugs grow to be about one centimetre in |
9 insecticides are considered to be a gardener’s best friend becau eat insects

, Insect eggs,

that are harmful to plants. They eat aphids, small in
mites, pollen, and nectar. Ladybugs may be sm ey are very
3. spindles

ad¢lirds or
h
Print the meanings of the following words: ke
IS.
ybugs

1. legumes

active insects. An adult ladybug may eat fro 5 aphids a day.

Ladybugs are often found in gardens a
found in trees or shrubs and on beaches
Fill in the blanks with the correct word. that grow vegetables, grain crops, legu
er eat friend insects

- : crops. Ladybugs are also helpful to
adult aphids lad?,f)?rtc',i l;f:,f,fis range  small backyards. Gardeners build ladybu
come to their gardens. The lady
b

lay their eggs in the spring and

s. They are also

e helpful to farmers
wberries, and tree

o have gardens in their
to encourage ladybugs to
s give ladybugs a place to
to hibernate in the winter.

Ladybugs lay eggs tha

a yellowish-orange colour. They are
shaped like spindles. Wh

ggs hatch, the young ladybugs look
like worms. The worms a nd orange in colour and are shaped
like little alligators. An bug lays about twenty eggs each
spring. lttakes ala ays to go from being an egg to being an

Ladybugs are a kind of . They are also called

or lady beet|est are over 300 kinds of

ladybugs in North America. have or red wing covers with

black on them.” They have soft under their wing adult.
ladvh o be about imetre in lenath The two maiflien s of ladybugs are man and birds. Man is an
covers. adybugs grow fo be about one centimetre in length. enemy of the | @ because he puts chemical insecticides on plants
Ladybugs are considered to be a gardener’s best because they eat that kill ladybugs“8if0s are another enemy of the Iadybug bepause
birds eat la adybugs protect themselves from birds in two
that are harmful to plants. They eat , small

ways. They

L ibernate in the winter. They spend winters in

o pro ) ng places such as in logs, in buildings, under rocks, or
but they are very active insects. An adult ladybug may from 40 to 75 und® Q ¥ Hundreds of lad bugs hibernate together to keep warm.

ead and they taste bad.

insects, insect eggs, mites, pollen, and nectar. Ladybugs may be

aphids a day.
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Week 2 — List B

ACROSS

My grandma grows differep

A bat's body

and dealing with
Sandy got an
Frogs ooze
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amphibian
chamber
colonies
elevations
excellent
experience
herbivores
herbs
immediate
independent
insulate
passages
storage
substance
temperature

in her garden.

froi‘n the cold.
others for a year to gain

in living

response to her question.

eyesight.

Animals that don't eat meat are called

Beavers build dams, lodges, and

There are many

in a groundhog's burrow.

Turtles are

from birth.

Bats may live in

A frog is an

Groundhogs have a sleeping
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inside their burrow.

to protect themselves from their enemies.

areas under the water.

with thousands of other bats or they may live alone.
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Week 1 — List A

hibernate
underground
burrow
animal
branches
location
important
bedding
protection
gardener
adult
friend
harmful
pollen
nectar

Week 2 — List A

enemy
alligator
calves
escape
survive
degre

aw e
rep
hundre

young
eyesight
combat
emerge
vegetable
ability
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SPELLING LISTS
Week 1 —ListB

hibernation
danger
weigh
favourij
entr;

insecticides
aphid
chemical
numerous

Week 2 — List B

vegetarians
herbs
elevations
insulate
temperature
amphibian
substance
experience
excellent
chamber
immediate
independent
passages
colonies
storage
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UNIT EVALUATION

Three things that | have learned about hibernation are:

1.

F

g

One thing | liked abou it was:

One thing ot like about this unit was:
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