OVERVIEW

This novel study provides teachers with a highly structured format for teaching language arts as
students develop a love for reading longer materials like novels. Various areas such as rea ding
comprehension, vocabulary development, spelling, grammar, and writing are all entwined in this
integrated approach eliminating the need for teaching these skills separately. Activities are divided
into three main sections:

1) Chapter Questions
For each chapter, students answer a thorough set of questions requiring answers in complete
sentences. Reading comprehension is key as students must read and understand the entire book
in order to answer the questions. (One major strength of the novel study approach is that
students must understand the novel or they will be unable to do the required assignments)

2) Vocabulary and Language |
Each chapter also includes activities dealing with such things as word meanings, use of the
dictionary, spelling, parts of speech, antonyms/synonyms, syllables, punctuation and grammar.

3) Writing and Creativity
In this section, students apply what they have learned about language and grammar skills to
- write more effectively. Creative writing is the focus of this less-structured segment allowing
teachers more opportunity to incorporate their own ideas into developing creative writing skills.

EVALUATION

Teachers can use the marking format provided or devise their own. Certain assignments, especially
in the Vocabulary and Language section are well suited to marking by students. However, it is
important teachers mark assignments requiring answers in complete sentences to monitor.student
progress in this crucial area.

ek Note SRk
As you can see, due to space considerations, the answers have not been included. (I suppose it is
only fair that if students have to read the book, so must the teachers) |

ISBN: 978-1-55319-042-4 2 ©rainbowhorizons.com RHPJ31



READING STRATEGIES

A variety of reading approaches seems to work best. One proven method is for the teacher to read
the book outloud to the entire class the first time through stopping after a chapter or two. In
answering the questions, students will essentially be required to reread the chapter on their own.
Not only does this "outloud" method insure that students are read to daily, but it also helps all
students to understand the book regardless of reading level.

Having students read sections silently by themselves, outloud with partners or in small groups are
all possible variations that will help keep student interest high.

Fkkx Note 2 3
One way to gain a measure of the effectiveness of the novel study and to gauge student interest is
to instruct students not to read ahead on their own. Basic reverse phycology dictates that students

will invariably be slouching down into their desks to sneak.d hapter while the teacher knowingly
turns a blind eye.
ASSIGNMENTS

With the assignments, teachers can photocopy t or only the portions

s £
that the teacher wishes to use. One possible met reducing th e amount of photocopying
is to have students write down chapter quesx W, ir siotebooks.
Teachers are free to pick and choose
lessons they develop. (The main diffi

t ell as adding in any optional

n
is s the marking totals)
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~ CHAPTER 2
‘Vocabulary and Language 79

1. In this chapter, there are many interesting words used to describe things.:
Find and write the words used to tell about each given word. gJDescribing words, 12
or adjectives, are usually found just before the noun.

house (p. 33) voice (p. 37)

bush (p. 33) ilence (p. 38)

shirt (p. 33) s (p. 41)

upholstery (p. 34) ossoms (p. 41)

fur (p. 35) noise (p. 42)

wail (p. 43) face (p. 45)

2. . Choose a word from A and a w ound word.
14

4) i
12)

6) 13)
14)

CHAPTER 1
Questions [; 5

hapter 1 - The Kitten Sale

1. What was the sale price for the kittens?

2.  What is the meaning of "best offer"?

3.  Who was the oldest, George or Debbie

4. Why did Debbie think
Why did George t

bie S|
6. What de kitten look ixie?

7.  Why did the tabby kitten always keep trying to get out?
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'CHAPTER 3
Writing and Creativity 4

1. Make up a diet and fitness program for Socks. He will only get one meal per
day and he will need exercise. Fill out the chart below.

DAYS DINNER EXERCISE

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

2. Make a collage. Use all the fo
Fill the entire space so that n

10
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3.  WHAT I LIKED BEST ' v ’
®

Chapter Title

Setting

Characters

it.

Tell about the best part of Ch. 4. Be sure to include all li

—_

that made you like

/ N\

ve

\

/

How would b

Why did you choose the rating you did? (Give at least one good reason)

OK -1 Can Live With It
NOT TOO GOOD
DOWNRIGHT LOUSY

~ CHAPTER 7
~ Writing and Creativity

Now that Socks is at peace with the Brickers, he is going to write a letter to his
mother telling her about his adventures in the Bricker house.

You be Socks and write your letter.

In this space, include a picture of your new friend, Charles Willi

(Address)

(Date)

A
__&

(Closing)

(Signature)
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1
6)
8)
10)
12)

15)

16)
18)

Use the following clues to solve the puzzle.

HEEEEEE

E

|
Y
AI"NEEEEENE

a ho

hard to“anderstand (97)
what Nana wore on her head
gifts

a person who washes, cuts,
curls hair (100)

when saliva drips from a
baby’s mouth (100)

getting sniffles or rashes
where Socks ended up

A PEERE

|
IV'R;III=I

DOWN
window cleaner (98)
where Socks had to sleep (106)
what a man uses to shave (111)
suitcases and bags (99)
what Socks did to Mrs. B. (116)
very, very carefully (100)
gleaming (99)
where Socks food was kept (112)
what Charles William ate for
breakfast (117)
the place Socks liked to sleep (105)

EVALUATION

Socks
- By Beverly Cleary
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Questions Vocabulary Writing a

and Language Creativi

45

79
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TOTAL:
609

é— This is the pose my et
COMMENTS A g s
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