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Introduction
his resource provides 
ready-to-use information 
and activities for 

remedial students in grades 
five to eight. Written to grade 
and using simplified language 
and vocabulary, social studies 
concepts are presented in a way that makes them 
more accessible to students and easier to understand. 
Comprised of reading passages, student activities and 
mini posters, our resource can be used effectively for 
whole-class, small group and independent work.

How Is Our Resource  
Organized?
STUDENT HANDOUTS
Reading passages and activities (in the form of reproducible 
worksheets) make up the majority of our resource. The 
reading passages present important grade-appropriate 
information and concepts related to the topic. Embedded in 
each passage are one or more questions that ensure students 
understand what they have read.

For each reading passage there are BEFORE YOU READ 
activities and AFTER YOU READ activities.

• The BEFORE YOU READ activities prepare students 
for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They 
stimulate background knowledge and experience, and 
guide students to make connections between what they 
know and what they will learn. Important concepts and 
vocabulary from the chapters are also presented.

• The AFTER YOU READ activities check students’ 
comprehension of the concepts presented in the reading 
passage and extend their learning. Students are asked 
to give thoughtful consideration of the reading passage 
through creative and evaluative short-answer questions, 
research, and extension activities.

The Assessment Rubric (page 4) is a useful tool for 
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evaluating students’ responses to many of the activities in 
our resource. The Comprehension Quiz (page 37) can 
be used for either a follow-up review or assessment at the 
completion of the unit.

PICTURE CUES
This resource contains three main types of pages, each with a 
different purpose and use. A Picture Cue at the top of each 
page shows, at a glance, what the page is for.

 Teacher Guide 
	 •	Information	and	tools	for	the	teacher
 
 Student Handouts 
	 •	Reproducible	task	sheets	and	drill	sheets

 Easy Marking™ Answer Key 
	 •	Answers	for	student	activities

EASY MARKING™ ANSWER KEY
Marking students’ worksheets is fast and easy with our 
Answer Key. Answers are listed in columns – just line 
up the column with its corresponding worksheet, as 
shown, and see how every question matches up with its 
answer!

T

Teacher Guide
Our resource has been created for ease of use by both 
TEACHERS and STUDENTS alike. 

EZ

Every question matches 
up with its answer!
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2.

Answers may vary. 
Thirteen colonies 

should accurately 
be colored in on the 

map.

3.

Answers may vary.

4.

Answers may vary. 
Dictionary defi nition 
of PARLIAMENT can 
include: The form 
of government for 

Great Britain and its 
colonies.

1 C

2 A

3 E

4 B

5 D

1.

1.

a) North America 

b) Seven

c) East

d) King George III

e) 1763

f) Britain

2.

a) TRUE

b) FALSE

c) TRUE

d) TRUE

e) TRUE

f) FALSE

g) TRUE

h) FALSE

Navigation acts were 
laws passed by Britain 
to control the goods 
and trade that came 

out of the colonies.

3.

5.

6.

4.

Religious reasons, 
to farm, to make 

their own fortunes, 
for adventure.

Britain and France. 
The Treaty of Paris 
was signed after 
the war. Britain 

controlled huge 
lands in North 
America. The 

Thirteen Colonies 
were not excited 
about this war or 
the terms of the 

treaty.

Answers may vary.

The Navigation 
Acts were passed 
to make sure all 
goods from the 
colonies were 
carried only by 

British ships. Britain 
wanted to keep 

tight control 
over the goods 
and trade that 

came out of the 
colonies.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Answers may vary.

Answers may vary.

Answers may vary.

Defi nitions of 
the word DUTIES 

may vary. The 
meaning that 
applies to the 

reading passage 
may include: 
A specifi c tax 

imposed by law 
on the import or 
export of goods. 
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2.

a) Stamp Act

b) Boston Massacre

c)  French and 

Indian War

d) acts

e)  Townshend 

Duties

1.

a) FALSE

b) TRUE

c) FALSE

d) TRUE

e) TRUE

f) TRUE

g) TRUE
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3.

Answers may vary.

4.

Answers may vary.

5.

Answers may vary.

1.

Answers may vary.

2.

Answers may vary.

3.

Answers may vary.

4.

1 C

2 F

3 B

4 E

5 A

6 D
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The Thirteen Colonies
 1. Match the word on the left to its meaning on the right.

1 Awar a fee charged by a government on a 
product, income or activity

2 Btax
the commercial exchange (buying and 

selling on domestic or international
markets) of goods and services

3 Cacts the waging of armed confl ict 
against an enemy

4 Dtrade possessing, or inhabiting a colony 
or colonies

5 Ecolonial to regulate one’s behavior in accordance 
with advice or information

2.  To the right is a map of North America. Color 
on the map where you think that the Thirteen 
Colonies were and explain your choice.   

 ______________________________________________

 ______________________________________________

 ______________________________________________

 ______________________________________________

 ______________________________________________

3.  Why do you think the fi rst settlers came 
to North America?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Defi ne the word PARLIAMENT in your own words. Then, use a dictionary to look up 
the word and compare your defi nition with the one found in the dictionary. 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________




